
 

www.skipperbuds.com Operated by SkipperBud’s www.halifaxharbor.net  

 

Halifax Harbor Marina 
August 2009 

Ever see an alligator in Florida?  Duh! 

That’s a pretty dim-witted question – of 

course you have! But, have you ever seen one 

swimming in the waters of our marina?  Got 

ya there, didn’t I!  Back in June, just after the 

July Newsletter had been posted on our web 

site, a “little” six foot gator was sighted 

between SE and SF docks summing up a 

couple of divers that were busy cleaning a 

boat bottom. Once marina maintenance  

 

 employee Kevin Roehl got their attention and 

pointed out the “beast,” they skedaddled out 

of the water.  Mr. Haligator wasn’t here to 

hurt anyone (in particular), he heard through 

the grapevine that HHM had slips available 

and was checking out the docks!   He 

cruised out into the main fairway making his 

way past the fuel dock all the way to the new 

Marina Point Marina at the south end of the 

south basin.  There he met his match. A 

contract gator trapper was able to catch and 

remove the reptile from our area.  Things 

really ARE tough all over! 

 Every once in a great while (3 times in 11 

years) I’ll hear from a marina customer 

concerned about the possibility of receiving 

“contaminated” fuel 

from HHM.  I take 

this line of 

questioning very 

seriously and do 

everything I can to 

assure customers that 

our fuel is safe, 

clean, and fresh.  In 2005, HHM installed two 

new 10,000 gallon steel encased in fiberglass 

fuel tanks, fuel lines, pumps, wiring and 

dispensers.  A new state of the art fuel 

monitoring system called a Vedder Root was 

also installed.  Each morning the Vedder Root 

automatically prints a status report indicating 

fuel quantity, height of fuel in inches, water 

volume, water in inches, and tank 

temperature. Another printout is obtained 

manually at closing.  On a regular basis the 

water volume and water inches are always 

zero. Manual stick “dipping” of the tanks 

using water indicating paste is also done 

periodically as a secondary test.   

If you’re having issues with your boat and 

your mechanic states that the marina has 

contaminated fuel, please call me 

immediately. It will be my pleasure to send 

you our fuel logs and system monitoring 

printouts for the day in question.  Whether or 

not you’re experiencing problems, take a few 

minutes to browse the Internet on the subject 

of “water in fuel.”  I’m certain you’ll find it to 

be rather interesting reading on how to cure, 

eliminate or prevent this from happening to 

you.  

 Our north basin repair work on NC docks 

got back on track around the middle of July.  

The City Property Maintenance employees 

really had a 

bear of a time 

getting City 

property back 

in shape after 

the heavy 

rains in May. 

It put them 

behind on 

every project 

they’re involved in. When the dock builders 

returned, they were provided additional 

outside help thanks to a public-private 

program administered by The Center for 

Business Excellence (CBE). The marina 

agreed to sponsor two young folks to work 

30-hours per week doing all kinds of work.  If 

the builders do not require help, the 

youngsters help Mike maintain the grounds 
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throughout the marina.  It’s a partnership 

that’s good for everyone! 

 It’s true that all good things must come to 

an end. That finally came to fruition on July 

10th for “Mac” McNairy and his beloved 

mid-60’s 38’ 

Pacemaker.  

Late on the 

evening of 

July 9
th

, 

Harbormaster 

Bob and marina 

maintenance employee Kevin Glenn skillfully 

managed to rescue Mac’s Gondola III from a 

midnight watery grave. The ole Pacemaker 

had seen her best years and was facing certain 

retirement.  Mac purchased the boat from a 

Chesapeake Bay boater in 1967.  He’s lived 

on Gondola III for 42 years; 24 of those years 

in the same north basin NC dock slip! He first 

became a live aboard shortly after the 

purchase when he discovered that he only 

spent about two nights a month in his 

apartment. The light came on; he gave up the 

apartment and moved onto the boat.  The rest 

is history. Now that’s staying power!  

The GONDOLA FIVE  safely relocated Mac’s 

boat from the north basin to Aquamarina for 

dry-docking. From L. to R. are: Scott 

Stebleton, Tow Boat U.S., Rueben Caceres, R 

& R Marine services of Daytona, Kevin 

Glenn,  HH Marina Maintenance employee, 

Mike Starinchuck, HH Marina Grounds 

Maintenance Supervisor, and HH 

Harbormaster Bob Hopkins.  The guys did a 

fine job ensuring that the boat received the 

respect it deserved on its way to retirement.   

 No one ever said rebuilding a dock is an 

easy task, especially when there are 15 sea 

wall “porch” docks to rebuild and a rock hard 

bottom slows down the pile driving aspect of 

the operation.  Vedder Industries, Inc. 

employee 

and “job 

super” Troy 

Kuszik, 

found out 

that there’s a 

lot of shell 

on the bottom, which makes for long days, 

lots of pounding, and slow progress. Troy and 

his assistant go non-stop.  The quality of the 

“new” docks is superb! They’re strong, sturdy 

and functional.  

 The porch 

docks are 

actually pretty 

cool as they 

provide the 

boater, family and guests   with 

their very own dock and grassy area. It 

provides breathing room for the boater, if you 

know what I mean. Once Troy is finished 

with the porch docks he’ll move onto the 

dock in front of the Boaters’ Lounge to 

replace the aging pilings.  If things pan out, 

we still plan on continuing with rebuilds. 

 Here are a few items mentioned in passed 

Newsletters you may find handy. 

 HHM fuel prices can be found at 

www.activecaptain.com. 

 Use extra caution when refueling at 

the marina. Close doors, windows and 

hatches, and turn off blower, engine(s) 

and generator while fueling. Open and air 

compartments for 5 minutes prior to 

starting the boat. 

 Ensure that children and non-

swimmers wear PFDs while riding in the 

boat.  

Email me @ phillipsm@codb.us, phone 386-

671-3603 or 1-800-343-2899.                 Marc 
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